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 Making Cotton Street one-way could add 180 street parking spaces to east Reading neighborhood

Reading could gain an extra 180 on-street parking spaces by changing traffic on Cotton Street to one-way.

“This is something that is been in the works for so long,” Nathan Matz, director of the Reading Parking Authority, told City Council at a committee of the whole meeting Tues

Making Cotton Street one-way could add 180 street parking
spaces to east Reading neighborhood
The plan also would enhance traffic safety and make room for a bike lane.
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Matz said the idea developed in response to the mayor’s request to solve the city’s parking crisis.

The parking problem is particularly challenging in the southeast neighborhoods of the city, he said. Frequent complaints prompted an evaluation of the area, Matz said, to d
Moran’s office; public works, police and fire departments; parking authority engineers and PennDOT.

On the recommendation of the parking authority, council introduced an ordinance amendment in December that would make Cotton Street one-way westbound between S
the street.

Currently, parking is permitted only on the south side of Cotton Street.

The amendment also would make South Street one-way eastbound between South Ninth and South 13th streets with current parking on both sides unaltered.

Matz highlighted some of the expected benefits of the proposed change.

“It will provide 180 additional on-street free parking spaces for residents,” he said. “So let me repeat that: 180 new free, again, free — because I don’t ever say the word fre

The study also suggests the change would reduce traffic on Cotton Street by about 50%, making the street safer, he said.

Another improvement to public safety, he said, is the anticipated traffic-calming effect that typically results from allowing parking on both sides of a street.

“People will slow down when there’s parking on both sides,” Matz said, “and that’s a great thing in an area with lots of kids.”

Reducing traffic to just one lane on Cotton Street also would allow space for a possible bike lane, he said.

“As we look at things like micro-mobility, efficiency and environmental friendliness, this is a great thing,” Matz said.

The proposed change to South Street would not increase available parking, but is expected to enhance safety.

Now two-lanes, the street narrows to 13 feet in some places, Matz said, which means only one car can fit.

“If you ever travel on South Street, you have to stop at the end of the block and wait,” he said, “or your car will get hit.”

Councilwoman Donna Reed thanked Matz and the mayor’s staff for their work on the plan.

“If this goes forward,” she said, “I think it’s a nice prototype for other areas of the city.”

Councilwoman Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, whose district includes southeast Reading, asked council to delay voting on the amendment until she holds a community me

“We absolutely owe it to the folks that live along Cotton Street,” she said.

There were no objections, but Reed asked Goodman-Hinnershitz to try to schedule the meeting before the end of February.

Matz also asked council to consider how it wants to proceed with the lined street-parking initiative.

At the end of a trial period last year, council authorized the permanent installation of parking stalls at prescribed locations.

Cars parked in those areas are required to stay within the stalls or face a $25 fine for the owner of the vehicle in violation.

Further amendment of the code is required to expand the program outside the initial area.

Matz said the parking authority needs direction on the next steps.

“We just kind of want to have a conversation,” he said, “(to know) where your intentions are, what your desire is for where to go next.”

The parking authority would need to wait for warmer weather in spring before any additional parking stalls could be painted on the city’s streets, he said.

Targeted blocks would have to be surveyed first, he noted.

“If we can start surveying, you know, we can kind of get ahead of it and get a jump on it,” Matz said.

It would take a minimum of two years to paint stalls in all of the city’s more than 1,500 blocks.

“If the goal is to put it citywide,” Matz said, “then we have to pick the most densely populated sections, so we can be efficient.”
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